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Spring is Here! May 2008

It’s a beautiful and busy time of year! We had a great profes-
sional training in April, and Dr. Rick is gearing up for events
across the country: Utah, Alabama, Connecticut, Florida—and
that’s just the beginning!

We’re growing, changing, and adding new agencies all the
time. Our research is building, and new publications are com-
ing out soon! Read on to find out the details . . .

Moving Headquarters

We’re expanding our home office! June 1 we will have a new
address (just down the road):
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Our recent agency training was a great success! 30 new professionals were trained in The PLAY
Project, and many of our new agencies are already up and running. It was a warm and wonder-
ful group that joined us at Weber’s Inn, in Ann Arbor, MI. Here’s what one trainee had to say:

“Of all the interventions and techniques that | have tried, PLAY is the approach that has the
most significant positive impact on child development. The training was the most thorough

train -the -trainer program | have attended over a 22 -year career.”— Colleen Zunk, Recreation
Therapist, Early Intervention Specialist

This month in Utah, Dr. Solomon is leading a professional training for 20 early interventionists,
to implement the PLAY model across the state!

|Attention Professionals:
Our next Agency Training will be held September 12 -15, 2008

If your community agency is interested in training professionals in The PLAY Project Home Con-
sulting model, contact our office! Email Jim Lyddy (jim@aacenter.org) for more information.

Click here for the 2008 calendar of parent and professional training events.

Dr. Solomon will be presenting his NIMH funded research on PLAY at
the Autism Society of America Conference on Thursday, July 10, in Or-
lando, FL. This study is significant since it is the first controlled trial of
a DIR-based intervention.

Dr. Solomon contributed a chapter on The PLAY Project for a new book
entitled, Play Therapy for Very Young Children  (Eds. Charles Schae-
fer, Rowman and Littlefield). The book presents the major models of
play interventions for young children and their families. The editors
have compiled essays by child development experts to create a com-
prehensive guide of the most beneficial effects of play therapy for the
very young. The title is expected out in August, 2008.

We love to hear how our PLAY parents and professionals are doing—so
send us your stories, accomplishments, and any news you’d like to share.
Here are a few recent comments we’ve received:

=  Tara Howard, a Home Consultant from Easter Seals in Blooming-

"  ton, IL , wrote to us about her work with “an older child who had very

= "a_ ~__ little initiation of circles, even with his mother. After lots of work, he is
"—L‘_~ now initiating hugs and kisses with her not just for sensory input, but

== rather for affection! When things like this happens, it reminds me of why
it is such an honor to be a Certified PLAY Project Home Consultant!  ”

0The PLAY Proj esetaviisngsiom@Slayn,| iaf & at her fr
“Our child has every chance of living an entirely normal life, in no small part due to The PLAY
Project. | cannot recommend it more highly.”

Lisa, a mother from Michigan , gave us this report: “Our daughter is going to be in a typi-
cal four-year-old preschool. We are so proud of her and her language development. The PLAY
Project has been instrumental in her development and it is so natural to implement into your
life. We would recommend this program to anyone with a child with autism, and

we do! o

We want to hear from you! If there is new programming, trainings or research that everyone
should hear about; if there is a Home Consultant, family, or child you think should be high-
lighted in one of our newsletters; if you have new information or resources you think might be
newsworthy, send us an email and let us know!

This newsletter was sent by The PLAY Project at The Ann Arbor Center for Developmental and
Behavioral Pediatrics, 1601 Briarwood Circle, Suite 500, Ann Arbor MI, 48108.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@playproject.org or call 734-997-9088

www.playproject.org

To remove your name from our mailing list, please reply to this email with ‘unsubscribe’ in the headline.
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