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Hello PLAY Project Professionals! Fall is here and that = | l

means things are busy at PLAY headquarters!
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0The training was except:i _tf

credible concept to teach parents how to accept,

nurture and bond with their child as well as help {1 Upcoming Events: Join us

them devel op and grow. It o fortheNovemberWorkshopat
sense to me as an OT and a 2 HighFunctioning Autism

And coming up next . . . in Waterford, MI

This month we held our biggest agency training ever: over

40 new trainees descended on Ann Arbor, with representa- ‘\
tives from lIreland, Kenya, Thailand and 10 U.S. states. |
Hereds what one trainee had to ’,‘

1 Dr. Rick will be presenting Workshop 2: High Function- {1 Check out the new look of
ing Autism on November 3rd, in Waterford, MI. The PLAY Project website
9 Look for the new book,

Tools for Tots, by Maureen
Kane-Wineland

f He will also be at the ICDL conference, and The
MASPOT Fall Conference in November.

9 Read about our continuing
Click here for the full 2007/2008 calendar. research

Our Talented Home Consultants!

1 Maureen Kane-Wineland, an HC at Rehab Dynamics in Toldeo OH, is coming out
wi t h a b o ddols forarbtd: gedsory Strategies for Toddlers and Preschool-
ers. 6 This wuser friendly resource provi de
ronmental strategies, highlighting the different sensory "tools."

T Ashl ey Cunningham, one of the Home Cons
just started a Yahoo group entitled PLAY Project Michigan. This group is meant
to facilitate parent-to-parent connections and the sharing of resources and ideas
for families involved in The PLAY Project.

Our controlled research study is making good progress, through a Phase | grant sponsored by the
National Institute of Mental Health. Our study will compare the progress made by children in
The PLAY Project versus children who received standard community (non-intensive) interven-
tions.

Our partner Easter Seals has enrolled a total of 40 children and their parents
at 4 sites: Joliet IL, Peoria IL, Saginaw MI, and Youngstown OH. The pre-
assessment phase has been completed, the intervention phase is coming to a
close, and the post-assessment phase has just begun. Our partner Michigan
State University expects to analyze and report all data by December 1.
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Also on December 1, we hope to submit our Phase Il proposal to the NIMH ,
which would expand the study to 20 Easter Seals sites. If all goes well, the
Phase Il study would begin in September 2008 and would take 2-3 years to
complete. If we are able to complete this large scale study, we would have definitive evidence
on the effectiveness of The PLAY Project!

Dr. Rick Travels the World _

Dr. Solomon has been traveling far and wide, spreading the
news about how to help children on the autism spectrum.

www.playproject.org

_www.relatenow.com

Over the past few months hedS presented wc
trainings in Maryland, Indiana, Utah, Montana, Idaho, Florida, www.icdl.com

and New York (just to name a few!) www.floortime.org

His September trip to England was a great successih er e 8 s WV\AW.easterseals.com

letter from an attendee: your child at U of M
Dear Dr Rick,

| recently attended your excellent conference with workshops in St John's College Oxford. |
cannot begin to describe how much you have changed our lives through the DIR Floortime ap-
proach. Helen our daughter, has autism, and is 12 years old. Although we thought her joyful
and compliant nature was a blessing | quickly became aware through your talks that in fact it
wasn't. | have tried very hard to implement a lot of the wooing and playful teasing and prob-
lem solving strategies and they are really working. Helen is much easier to engage and very
much enjoys our play together. She is much more verbal and lets us know what she thinks
about situations etc.

This has been like someone opening a window on who Helen is. | have spoken to Helen's head-
master and he is going to acquire the proper training . . . | am going to organise for the heads

of Special Needs and some others to have a full day of looking at the DIR Model. | am spreading
the word through the parents as well. We have got to get this into the UK and now!

Thank you once again for bringing this to the UK and changing so many lives as a result.

Best Wishes,
Barbara Sporne

We want to hear from you! Send us your stories, pictures, and happenings!

If your agency is doing new programming, trainings or research that everyone should hear
about; if there is a Home Consultant, family, or child you think should be highlighted in one
of our newsletters; if you have new information or resources you think might be newsworthy,
send us an email and let us know!

This newsletter was sent by The PLAY Project at The Ann Arbor Center for Developmental and
Behavioral Pediatrics, 3135 S. State Street, Suite 209, Ann Arbor MI, 48108.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@playproject.org or call 734-997-9088

www.playproject.org
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